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IN THIS ISSUE….--------
A NOTE 

FROM THE 
NEWSPAPER 

STAFF
----------

Welcome back! This 
is the 1st issue of 
the 2018-2019 
school newspaper!
In this issue, we 
start off the new 
school year with 
the Chromebook 
switch discussion, as 
well as much more!
Read through to 
find out! 
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MAKING THE SWITCH  BY ANGELINA LICOR
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It’s officialㅡall students ranging from grades 9-12 in the 

Parsippany Troy-Hills School District will be receiving Chromebooks for 

the upcoming 2018-2019 school year. This final decision comes after a 

period of questions and general concern from the student bodies of both 

high schools. But where will these iPads be going? It has been decided that 

elementary school students will be able to have access to them for their 

own educational use. 

The superintendent, has cited many reasons for this switch, with 

practicality being the biggest one. An example would be a college campus, 

where one will rarely find a student relying on an iPad as their main 

technology resource. Dr. Sargent believes that it is in our best interest as 

high school students to make that switch now and become proficient in 

our abilities to use a laptop versus having to make a steep adjustment 

freshman year of college. Also, those in a mixed-grade class this year may 

know the struggles that come with having to support two types of 

technology in the classroom. Moving to one type of technology will be 

better in a classroom setting. This may come as a surprise to high 

schoolers, but according to the Superintendent, there is a dire need for 

updated technology at the elementary level. She believes that those 

students would benefit from being able to use a touch screen to learn fine 

motor skills, as well as others. Chromebooks are purposed with the task of 

providing much needed relief to one of the biggest concerns students have 

with iPads: the lack of a keyboard. Many students have bought their own 

keyboards to accompany their iPads, but with a Chromebook, there is no 

added hardware. Some would argue that it is more beneficial for 

elementary students to learn skills like typing, but the Superintendent 

believes that their small hands would struggle with maneuvering large 

keyboards. Via the Superintendent’s reasons, this decision was made with 

thought

Do you have all of your school 
supplies? Here’s a quick list!
What you need:
❏ Coffee. Lots of it.
❏ Pens, Pencils, Paper, those are 

important.
❏ Folders. Organization is useful most of 

the time
❏ Binders, even though they’re like bigger 

folders
❏ A backpack, but that’s obvious
❏ An Attention span
❏ Your chromebook, or a laptop
❏ Some snacks, and water to keep 

hydrated



(cont. from pg 7)

to zone out and their attention wavers. With school ending in May, 

students are usually more focused, for they know there are still AP exams 

and it does not necessarily feel like summer yet. True, not all students take 

APs and it may not make a difference to those students, but students 

overall will be more focused in May than June.

So now that it seems as if moving school start times is quite 

beneficial, but there is always another side. While giving students more 

time in the end of summer to learn, is this really practical for parents? For 

instance, some parents find it harder to find child care in the summer for 

their children. With schools ending in May, how will parents be able to 

take care of their children? Also, summer officially starts on June 21 and 

ends on September 22. The weather during mid- May is often not summer 

vacation worthy and this may influence people’s vacations. Not only does 

the weather play an important part in vacations, going to school in 

August— the peak of summer— may be detrimental to students, teachers 

and the school in general. With pressure from parents to afford high 

quality air- conditioners, costs for schools to open in August may 

skyrocket. Even with this air- conditioner, how comfortable will students 

and teachers really be? Imagine being in a classroom with 20 sweaty 

students that are fidgeting in the hot weather. 

As there is to any situation, there are two views on if school should 

start and end earlier. There are many schools around us that are now 

riding the August train. Did they make the right decision? Is moving the 

school start time to August really worth ending in May?

(cont. from pg 2)

and is not some crazy act of vengeance or random decision that is being 

made. 

The current sophomore class has been vocal with regards to 

complaints about their current Chromebooks. The district moved to select a 

new vendor for the Chromebooks for the upcoming 2018-2019 school year, 

and students received the Dell Chromebook 5190 with an 11” screen. 

Physical damage to the Chromebooks has been a popular issue, as well as 

occasional internal problems with programs like Kami. Currently, there is 

no other program lined up to replace Notability, nor is there a replacement 

for the iPad camera. Students have expressed how these properties of the 

iPad are essential to their learning experience, but as of now, there is no 

remedy available to address those concerns. 

If a student feels strongly against using a Chromebook, options like 

bringing their own technology from home exist, just they have in the past. 

For those students who would like to bring their own technology to school, 

it is recommended that they review the district’s Acceptable Use Policy and 

learn what the guidelines are regarding personal technology in school. 

The administration was relieved that the switch to Chromebooks 

went well and was organized.  They truly want to better the students’ 

educational experiences and make technology in the classroom as cohesive 

as possible. 
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SCHOOL END TIMES BY AMY YANG
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FIREWORKS AT PHHS: JULY 4, 2018

Although the summer of 2019 is far from most of our minds we 

want to take a look at how summer vacations vary from state to state. 

Many schools throughout America close well before NJ schools after the 

AP testing is over. Can you imagine having the entire month of June off! If 

you take a moment and think about however one must ask would this 

schedule really be worth it?

It is commonly known that most states require schools to have 180 

days of school each year. When there are snow days or holidays, these 

days are added back throughout the school year or at the end of the year. 

Therefore, these schools that end in mid- May also start a lot earlier than 

we do. Usually these schools start in mid- August, but most schools did 

not start this early. In fact, it was only during the mid- 1990s when schools 

started to change their start time from after Labor Day to August. 

However, some states, such as Michigan, Minnesota and Virginia want to 

maintain their old ways and have a state rule backed by their local 

tourism industry that bans schools from starting before Labor Day unless 

they have a waiver. 

So why do schools believe that starting school in August is 

beneficial? Wouldn’t it be too hot to learn then? Wouldn’t the students 

still be on vacation? However, these schools have numerous reasons for 

this action. You know that AP test that you’ve been stressed about? You 

know when you wish you had just one more month with your teacher to 

get that 3 up to a 4? Administrators believe that with school starting a 

month earlier, teachers will have more time to prepare their students for 

standardized testing. Also, with everything shifted earlier a month, 

schools hope to limit the interference of winter break. By starting earlier, 

teachers can teach more and assign projects and tests BEFORE the two 

weeks of break. Finally, towards the end of the school year, students tend 

Did you see them?


